The Coming Civilization
changes by constitutional means. If this is to be the
process, it will begin to operate when a Labour
Government has been returned to power on a full-
blooded Socialist programme. But it is almost
certain that, if this happens, the forces of Capitalism
will concentrate for a desperate defence of their
vested interests. The House of Lords might throw
out a Labour emergency bill, another credit panic
might be staged, there might be an attempt to
organize a Fascist resistance under the cloak of
patriotism, so that the majority of English men and
women would rally in what purported to be a
defence of the country, but would really be a
defence of the property of the big capitalists.
The Communist case against the Social Democrats
is that, when a crisis of this kind arises, the Social
Democrats invariably capitulate to the Capitalists.
It is claimed that they did so in 1914 by supporting
a capitalist war, that they failed again in the General
Strike, and that they ran away from the financial crisis
in 1930 or else went deliberately over to the capitalist
ranks and supported the National Government.
This criticism is probably true. When a crisis has
arisen which, as in the example of the Great War,
was produced by Capitalism, the history of Social
Democracy has always shown that it was afraid of
risking revolution. But it does not inevitably follow
that because Social Democracy has compromised
in the past it will do so again. The Labour Party
may have learnt its lesson. It may realize that it has
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